
Being Walkden

Dates for your diary
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Year 7 first
day, read

more on page
5

Monday 16 September - Homework will be
set from this week.

Tuesday 24 September - Year 8 HPV
Immunisations

Wednesday 25 September - Year 8 Food
showdown (More details to follow next week)

Thursday 26 September - Academy closed
for INSET Day

Thursday 26 September - Open Evening. (If
your child is required to help with the event
you will receive a letter next week) 
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A note from our Principal
Mr Hacker

Dear parents and carers

Welcome to our first newsletter of the year and what 
a brilliant start to the new academic year it's been for 
all pupils! Thank you all for your support in preparing 
your children for their return to school and for your 
on-going support during their first weeks back. 
A particular well done to our new Year 7's who have 
settled incredibly well into their new surroundings. 
All students have started the term looking very smart 
and ready to learn - we really appreciate your support 
with the uniform changes too.

There's already much to celebrate and we hope you enjoy
reading about it on our socials and in this newsletter.

A couple of points to note and update you on:
1. The lunch queues. We are aware that some pupils have had to queue longer than they should for food at lunch.
When this has happened, we have been flexible with the end of their lunch break, so that they are not
disadvantaged. However, we are working with the catering company (Dalkia) to ensure that the correct staffing
levels can accommodate the volume of children and meal requests adequately and anticipate that the start of term
teething problems will settle quickly and that all pupils will be able to get their food within a 10-15 minute window,
as they have previously. 
2. Car Park. This notice is especially for new parents/carers who won't be aware of the congestion on site,
particularly at the end of the school day. We have been in talks with planners to install a rising barrier at the
entrance to the site on Old Clough Lane and will update you on this in due course. However, for immediate action,
please do not drive onto the site at the end of the day to collect children. The space is inadequate to be able to
park and/or turn around. As a result, the number of cars and frustrated drivers, creates a dangerous environment
for children who are walking or cycling off site. Please help us and all the children by parking in the surrounding
area and asking your child to walk to you.
3. Homework. We have been busy preparing our pupils to use Google Classroom and Arbor. From next week,
pupils can expect to receive and should ensure they complete homework as directed by their teacher. Homework
is an important element of holistic learning. You can find a link to our Homework principles and expectations
HERE.
4. School will be closed to pupils on Thursday 26th September. Just a reminder that this day is a training day for
staff and therefore closed to pupils. In the evening, we will be hosting our annual Open Evening. Please spread
the word far and wide and we look forward to welcoming lots of prospective families to our school to meet our staff
and students. Many of our existing pupils have expressed their interest in helping out on the evening and just a
reminder that if your child is a helper, to provide your consent for this to happen.

Best Wishes

Matt Hacker

https://www.walkden.coopacademies.co.uk/page/?title=Homework+%26amp%3B+Home+Learning&pid=42


Noticeboard

3

Attendance Breakfast Club

Reminder that breakfast club is
between 8am-8.25am Please

ensure students arrive in plenty of
time to get breakfast and sit down to
eat this comfortably before lessons

start at 8.30am

Important information on the below link for
parents/carers regarding absence from school from
September 2024.

Department for Education

Please contact walk-attendance@coopacademies.co.uk
if you require any further information or explanation.

Extra Curricular Activities

We have a number of Extra
Curricular Activities running daily.
Please see below timetables and
speak to the relevant teacher or
head of department for further
information.

Non PE Extra Curricular Timetable

PE Extra Curricular Timetable 

Parent/Carer Drop In Sessions

We will be holding regular drop in
sessions throughout the year for
parent/carers to drop in, ask questions
and have discussions with staff. Below
you will find a list of upcoming topics for
each event so that you can add any of
interest to your diary. These sessions
are in person in the Academy 3-4pm

Drop in Sessions

To report your child as absent, please use ONE of the
available options below.

You can call our Academy to report absence 0161
8501625 (Option 1).

You can now use the 'log absence' function on your
Arbor app. You can find this by going to Dashboard -
Menu (three lines) - Attendance - Log Absence. 

For any pre-planned absence's or appointments please
email our Attendance Team walk-
attendance@coopacademies.co.uk and include an
attached appointment card or letter as evidence of the
reason for the planned absence.

Whichever method you chose to use, please do this
each day that your child is absent from school before
8.30am.

We will be turning off the Arbor In App message service
for now as this is no longer required for absence
logging.

For all other general queries please continue to use the
academy mailbox walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk

Absence Log and Communications

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2024/02/29/fines-for-parents-for-taking-children-out-of-school-what-you-need-to-know/
mailto:walk-attendance@coopacademies.co.uk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XyTkV2veGc0gHZHrkbFQmfBjN1aVZyVZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzkFhWIQZ-XL_tHTvtJC3-qrCkvmpcb6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XzkFhWIQZ-XL_tHTvtJC3-qrCkvmpcb6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1YaXhB31xiehB9CkNebp76fb1-BHmhgoK/view?usp=sharing
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Welcome Year 7
We would like to introduce our brand new
Year 7 cohort, we are incredibly proud of

the way you have settled in to life at Co-op
Academy Walkden. We cannot wait to

watch you learn and grow over the coming
5 years.
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Post 16 Careers Event
Our Year 11 students started the year by
attending a Post-16 careers fair, where

they were able to speak to local colleges,
6th forms and apprenticeships about their
future options. This event in school time

was hugely successful and our students got
a lot from the afternoon, we will also be
hosting another event in the evening for
parents/carers to also attend on Monday

18th November. 
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Feel Good Friday

This term, each week we will be hosting different events on Fridays, to celebrate succeeding and
attending, a little boost to kick start start the weekend. 

You will see things like :
Music madness; Lunchtime music played in the Atrium
Queue jump passes distributed
Vouchers
Music and board games over lunch
Film Friday; shown on the Atrium screen
during lunch
Charity events
Raffles

Students can check Atrium screens on
Thursdays to see what’s coming up on 
Friday, we will also share this on Social 
media each week.
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Library 
Each fortnight we will post a personal book

review from one of our students.  They will read
the book and take the time to write a review for

others to see, encouraging more students to pick
up the book and give it a go. 
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Teaching and Learning
Below you will see some of the teaching methods and
routines we use and follow at Co-op Academy Walkden

These strategies are underpinned by research and we
use these techniques in every lesson
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Uniform Shop

We have recently donated a lot of pre-loved Co-op Academy Walkden School uniform to the wonderful
team at Salford Step Into Action.

We can all do our bit for the environment and for our pockets by opting for pre-loved items rather than a
full brand new school uniform this year.

You can message the team on Facebook or via their website or just pop into their shop to take a look.

Community
Local charity HomeStart have shared the below

posters with us in the hope that our
Parents/Carers would like to be involved. 

https://www.salfordsia.co.uk/


Thank you as
always for your

continued support. 

Have a great
weekend.
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Our Newsletter needs you, if you have any
students success stories to share or if you think

you have something to contribute to the next
newsletter, please email us at

walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk

http://walkden.info@coopacademies.co.uk/

